By TRAVIS BROWN 

Staff Writer 

FORT. WORTH — The sun had 
yet to rise Sunday when they began 
digging up the remains of Lee Har- 
vey Oswald. 

Bob Flannigan already was 
sweating through his red shirt 
when he climbed onto a backhoe 
and began digging up Oswald’s 
grave at Rose Hill Memorial Park in 
Fort Worth. 

Other workmen quickly built a 
fence of green tents around the 
grave site. 

The exhumation of Oswald was 
supposed to be a secret, but the peo- 
ple who lived on Rose Hill Drive 
across from the grave weren’t 
fooled. 

They knew as soon as they heard 
the backhoe and saw the tents. And 
a few of them stood with reporters 
at the fence surrounding the ceme- 
tery, trying to catch a glimpse of 
history. 

“I was fixing to go to Bonham to 
fix a big dinner when my neighbor 
called,” said Lillian Kincher, 57. “I 
stood right here at this fence and 
saw them put him down there. So I 
thought I'd better see them dig him 
up.” 

Mrs. Kincher sipped coffee and 
smoked a cigarette as she peered 
over the chain-link fence into the 
cemetery. Her husband was buried 
there after a scuba diving accident 
i in the Gulf of Mexico. 

“I’d like for it to get settled,” said 
Mrs. Kincher. “There’s something 
deeper in this that I’ll never know.” 

Soon after sunrise, the workers 
were joined by doctors, lawyers, 
court officials, police, FBI agents 
and relatives of Oswald. 

Marina Oswald Porter sat in the 
back seat of a silver Toyota station 
wagon, shielded from view by two 
armed guards. 

Oswald’s brother, Robert, who 
had fought the exhumation, did not 
attend. 

Michael H.B. Eddowes, the Brit- 
ish author who claimed the body in 
the grave is not Oswald's, stood qui- 
etly away from the grave site and 
watched the backhoe dig deeper. 

Dressed in a navy blue suit and 


After the backhoe completed its : 
work, a tent was hastily erected 
over the grave. A small crowd gath- 
ered inside the sagging tent and, 
stared down into the grave. 

The wife of Paul Groody, the 
mortician who prepared Oswald for 
burial in 1963, was among those um,, 
der the tent. She declined to tell 
about what she saw. , •/ 

“From this point on, no advice 
will be given out free,” she said. 
“This is a personal thing and should 
be dignified.” 

The casket was placed in a wood- , 
en container and it was loaded by 
workers into a black hearse. The •. 
hearse then sped away to Baylor 
University Medical Center in Dallas,, 
where three doctors, including an : 
dental expert, were to study the- 
body. 

After the hearse left, the backhoe • 
operator, Flannigan, cleared out ex- > 
cess dirt in the grave and loaded the ' 
broken pieces of the vault onto a 
flatbed truck. The headstone was 
carried off by officials for safe- 
keeping. 

Flannigan, 47; climbed down into 
the grave and posed for. 
photographs. 

“Everything was in good shape, 
considering it’s been 18 years,” he . 
said. 
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Flannigan said the argument 
about whether the body in the 
grave is Oswald's is “none of my , . 
business. 

“It’s just another job to me. It 1 
could have been anybody.” 

Later in the morning, when it 
was quieter and hotter in the ceme- 
tery, the wind blew dead leaves", 
across the yellowed grass and into 
the empty grave. The curious began 
the trek to the cemetery on the far L- 
east side of Fort Worth. 

Some people poked at the two 
piles of dirt next to the grave as if! 
they expected to find a conspiracy 
clue hidden there. 
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Small crowd 
gathers at grave 


hat and carrying a cane, Eddowes 
occasionally was briefed on the pro- 
gress of the backhoe. 

• When the wooden casket was un- 
covered, workmen used heavy ham- 
mers to break the ride of tKecement 
vault around it 

“I’m told the casket was broken,” 
said Eddowes. “They said the ends 
had come off and that the remains 
were only skeletal. But that would 
be sufficient.” 


“There’s not much to see; it’s just * 
the thought,” said Bob Harmon, 50, 
who heard about the exhumation on 
the radio. “I’m proud for the public 
that they are doing this. It will solve ... 
bunch of questions that people al- . 
ways would wonder about” 

A few blocks away at the Trave- 
lodge Motel, the manager and a^ 
clerk huddled over a stack of clip- 
pings and notes about Lee Harvey .. 
Oswald that they said a maid had 7- 
found in a' deserted room Sunday 
morning. . 

Any mysterious notions the man- ^ 
ager or clerk had were dispelled r 
when the Oswald memorabilia was * 
discovered to belong to a reporter 
who had covered the assassination M 
of Kennedy in 1963. 


